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drapes, beds, bedding, chairs, sofas, 
lamps, tables, televisions, radios, 
stereo sets, and similar items. Items 
such as wall-to-wall carpeting, refrig-
erators, ovens, ranges, clothes washers 
or dryers, heating or cooling equip-
ment, or similar items may be fi-
nanced. 

(vii) Any unit not constructed to the 
RHS thermal standards as identified by 
an affixed label for the winter degree 
day zone where the unit will be lo-
cated. 

§ 1980.314 Loans on leasehold inter-
ests. 

A loan may be guaranteed if made on 
a leasehold owned or being acquired by 
the applicant when the Lender deter-
mines that long-term leasing of home-
sites is a well established practice and 
such leaseholds are freely marketable 
in the area provided the Lender deter-
mines and certifies to RHS that: 

(a) Unable to obtain fee title. The ap-
plicant is unable to obtain fee title to 
the property. 

(b) Unexpired term. The lease has an 
unexpired term (term plus option to 
renew) of at least 40 years from the 
date of approval. 

§ 1980.315 Escrow accounts for exte-
rior development. 

When proposed exterior development 
work cannot be completed because of 
weather and the work remaining to be 
done does not affect the livability of 
the dwelling, an escrow account for ex-
terior development only may be estab-
lished by the originating lender if the 
following conditions are met: 

(a) A signed contract and bid sched-
ule is in effect for the proposed exterior 
development work. 

(b) The contract for development 
work must provide for completion 
within 120 days. 

(c) The Lender agrees to obtain a 
final inspection report and advise RHS 
when the work has been completed. 

(d) The escrow account must be fund-
ed in an amount sufficient to assure 
the completion of the remaining work. 
This figure should be 150 percent of the 
cost of completion but may be higher if 
the Lender determines a higher 
amount is needed. 

§ 1980.316 Environmental require-
ments. 

The requirements of subpart G of 
part 1940 apply to loan guarantees 
made under this subpart. Lenders and 
applicants must cooperate with RHS in 
the completion of these requirements. 
Lenders must become familiar with 
these requirements so that they can 
advise applicants and reduce the prob-
ability of unacceptable applications 
being submitted to RHS. RHS may re-
quire that Lenders and/or applicants 
obtain information for completing en-
vironmental assessments when nec-
essary. The RHS approval official will 
utilize adequate, reliable information 
in completion of environmental review. 
Sources of information include, but are 
not limited to, the State Natural Re-
source Management Guide (available in 
any RHS office) and, as necessary, the 
technical expertise available within 
the Agency as well as other agencies 
and organizations to assist in the com-
pletion of the environmental review. 

§ 1980.317 Equal opportunity and non-
discrimination requirements in use, 
occupancy, rental, or sale of hous-
ing. 

(a) Compliance. Loans guaranteed 
under this subpart are subject to the 
provisions of various civil rights stat-
utes. RHS and the Lender may not dis-
criminate against any person in mak-
ing guaranteed housing loans available, 
or impose different terms and condi-
tions for the availability of these loans 
based on a person’s race, color, familial 
status, religion, sex, age, physical or 
mental disability, or national origin, 
provided the applicant possesses the 
capacity to enter into a legal contract 
for services. These requirements will 
be discussed with the applicant, build-
er, developer, and other parties in-
volved as early in the negotiations as 
possible. 

(b) Reporting. If there is indication of 
noncompliance with these require-
ments, the matter will be reported by 
the borrower, Lender, or RHS per-
sonnel to the Administrator or the Di-
rector, Equal Opportunity Staff. Com-
plaints and compliance will be handled 
by RHS in accordance with subpart E 
of part 1901. 
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